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Queft. 1. 


to be firjt putin ule? 


Anjw. Intelligence may be convey’d without Letters, 
and probably was fo before thofe were invented, or 
common in the World. Letters, whether we under- 
ftand Charaders or Epifties, were certainly firft invented 
or uled by the Eaftern Nations — The Phenitians are 
faid to have had ’em fome of the firft, and Cadmus ei- 
ther to have added fome new Characters of his own to 
the Alphabet, or have got em from other Nations and 
inferted em. The Phwnitians very probably had ‘em 
from the Fews, as they from Mofes, and he either re- 
ceiv'd ’’em by Traditioa from Shem, or Divine Revelati- 
on, or elfe himfelf invented ’em; for from the Egypti- 
ans it feems not at all likely he fhon’d receive em, who 
indeed ufed Hieroglyphicks, but we don’t read much 
of their Letters in thofe early days, nor are we fure 
they were invented, at leaft the common ufe of ex- 
prefling the Mind by ‘em at a diftance, when Fofeph 
was in Egypt, thé there might be other Reafons for his 
not acquainting Facob where he was. However, the 
firft place we read of any Epiftle in the H. Scriptures, 
unle{s we are miftaken, is that of David to Foab, and 
the firft writing was that of Gods own Finger on the 
two Tables, thd this ismore properly engrzving than wri- 


ting. 


in order to the nobleft Ends of Man? 


Antw. “Twou'd be almoft impoffible to advance any 
thing new ona Common place, which has bin thumb’d 
fo many thoufand years, and by fo many thoufand Au- 
thors. Some of the frefheft and beft thoughts on both 
fides may be met with in Mr. Cowleys Efjay for Solitude, 
Honeft old Arifole has 
fumm’'d up almoft all that can be faid ina few words, 
“ A Solicary Life, fays he, is either Brutal or Divine, 
below a Man : Whence his other <Affertion is 
clear, That Man mutt be a Political, or if you will, a 
We mutt confels, cou’d we believe a 
Man anfwer'd the End of his Creation, by an afcetick He- 
we don't doubt but ‘twou'd give the 
he iscapable of in this World, by Coa- 


and Mr. Evelyns again{t 1c. 


shove or 
Sociable Animal. 


remitical Life, 
hichhet Plea/ure , 
templation and Meditation. .— But, Nom furaus adeo feli- 
cer, 
no! 
Content which is got by running away from whatever 
difpleaies. Sou'd all good men thus take a whim of 
leaving the World, what wou'd become of it? and wou’d 
it not be jt fuch a piece of jujtice and kindne(s as for 
all rhe PhyScrans in a Nationto go live ina Wildernes, 
Jet their Parieuats fhou’d infect ‘em? We don’cin the 
lea‘? doulrt but that "tis much more difficult to live ho- 
net in che midftof fo many thoufand Temptations, which 
are unavoidable in this World, than todo fo when re- 
tired from all chings of that Nature: But thd dificuls 
tis moftble, and the more diffculiy the more Honour. 
Not burt that we think the greateft trya/ a true good man 
will have of his Virtue, while he remains on che Scene 
of Action, lies on the contrary fide to that where ’tis 
generally dufpected. In our Opinion he has more need 


Of his Patieace than his Temperance, and he mutt be 
better humour’d than we pretend to be, if when he 
once knows it well he does not almoft lofe all his Charity 
tor this lewd World, 

Quett. 3. Fbsve to maintain my wicked Extravagancies 
wr red a certain Perfor whois now Gea a hoth of M ney 


7 Hether the Ancients bad the ufe of 
Letters, or conveying Intelligence 
from one place to another, feeing in 

Jacob’s time he never heard of bis Son Jofeph till bis Bre- 

threa went down into Egypt, and he there anade known /im- 

felf unto’em, and when {uch a laudable praétice may be thought 


Quett. 2. Whether Society or Solitude be mot preferable 


as was jaid in another Cafe, We are not yet fo happy, 
ought we to be fo, that being a cowardly fort of 


a 


and other things, for which being very fenfible of the hai. 
noufnefs of my offence againft Almighty God, I'm now re- 
folu’d to make a full and fpeedy reftitution to the Widow of 
the Deceas'd : But the fhame of owning my jelf guilty of (uch 
a Fait, makes me very unwilling to put my Name to a Let- 
ter I (hall fend with the Money. Pray your Opinion, whe- 
ther the fatisfattion won't be fufficient without dilcovering 
who I amto the Perfon I fendit to: Your {peedy Anfwer xs 
earneftly defired, becaufe I can bave no reft till it be done ? 

An(w. This might have been fooner anfwer’d, but 
that ‘tis without a Date ; and befides, we have already 
reply’d to feveral Cafes fo very near it, as wou'd have 
given the Querfft fatisfaction, had he taken the pains to 
turn over our Indexes. However, in particular we 
think, that fuppofing the Perfon to whom he intends 
fatisfa€tion be Difcreet and Pious, he’d do very well to 
take"Shame to himfelf, and either put his Nang to his 
Letter, or in Perfon wait upon her, and ackiiowledge 
the Injury. Butthis we find moft Divines think he’s not 
obliged to do, if the Perfon to whom he’s to make re/ti- 
tution has not thofe Charaéters, but is fuch a one as 
wou'd endanger his Reputation, or Life, if trufted with 
a Secret of that Nature. 


Quefl. 4. I am near 33 years of Age, and have for 
thefe rs years paft led anidle andloofe Life. I have 
confidered of the Folly of it, and am mightily concern’d 
I fhou’d waft {fo many yearsin Debauchery and Extrava- 
gance: Lam extraordinary defirous to reform, but I find 
thefe Obftacles, viz. When I was about 18 years, I did for 
Gain {wear to an Account that it was perfect, when I 
did think the contrary. Some Years after a Young 
Woman did profefs a Kindnefs to me, thé I never en- 
courag’d her, yet in my Cups I did tell, nay Swore to 
her Mother that I wou’d never marry to any other Wo- 
man but her Daughter, notwithftanding I foon after 
made my Addrefs to a Vertuous Lady of a good Eftate, 
and after fome time I gain’d her Confent, and we made 
a mutual Promife, but fhe hearing of my Circumftan- 
ces, put me off for fome years. At length I grew 
tyr'd, and withdrew my Affections, and plac’d them on 
another Woman, (who was then a Wife) which the 
Lady hearing, fhe thought her felf acquitted of her 
Promife, and marry’d another. The Husband of my 
new Lady dyes fuddenly, and gives me liberty to per- 
fect my Addrefs, ( which I have done ) but not in that 
way I ought, thé I from time to time have promisd 
her Marriage, but have not yet perform’d it: This 
Woman has no Fortune, and I have wafted mine. Now 
I have two Sifters, whofe Portions were in my hands, 
I have likewife confum’d them; they are both Elder 
than my felf, and unmarried, and depend abfolutely 
upon me; Iamin Debt, have no Employment, nor In- 
come, I run further in Debt, end my Sifters work for 
their Living, (which heartily concerns me.) 1 have 
fo foolithly behaved my felé, that I have neither Relati- 
on nor Acquaintance that will do any thing for me. 
Gentlemen, 1 humbly beg of you to direct which way |] 
fhall make my peace with God and Man : 1 am of, the 
Church of England, tho’ I was never confirm’d, nor ever 
receiv'd the Sacrament. I did once fo difoblige my Mo- 
ther, that I am intorm’d fhe Curs'd me, tho’ atterwarcs 
fhe was forry for her rafh expretlion, and did ever af- 
ter embrace me with a more tender Affection. Gentle- 
men, L cou’d not tell how to make you underitand me in 
tewer words, but it you pieafe, this is the Subjtance 
of what I defire, Whether 1 am perjur'd, it being 
a Cuftomary Oath, and in a publick Concer > How 
far, or whether my Oath to che Mother of the firft Wo- 
man was binding, the Daughter not long atter was con. 
tracted to another ? Whether I was guilty ot breach o; 
Pro. 


Promife in the fecond, and whether I am oblig d to 
Marry the thir’, or whether [ma Ly Marry any other 

o will evable me to pay my Debts, and make re- 
Cirution to my Sifters, 2c. W het er my Mothers Curfe 
Sua repenting ) be of any validity ? Whether I oughe 
to receve the Sacrament in the flate I am now tn, | 
mein upon ai unless ned Keventance of my fins paft, un- 
til 1 am Confirmed by a Bifhop? Gentlemen, I do hum. 
Ad ice in thele diltraAions, and Ami tlolu'd to 
follow your Direclions, and if ver 1 amin a Cupscity will 
Ard out {ome way to acknowle dee » your Kn’ nels : I im, Gen- 
1! pipes your intortunate Siu ppl: int, but hope much Comfort 
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you believ’d ( or was not periwac ied but thar )you lc ‘- 
{wore your felf, ifit was not fo the iajury of any - 
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@ and Oath to tne Mother 


mary ic wasa Wickednels if you did not defign what 
vou fad. but twas no Contraét with the Daughter ; 

wwever, che Dauelte bet e ifrerwards Contracted to 
an otter your Obligation ceafes. As for your Promife 


to the fecond, your fin ty ee ng your Promile with 
the M tner, and living fo ill astoad ticourage her trom 
7iving you erntertal ment, which probabiy fhe would 
not have done. if you had irl otherwiie. As tor 
your Obligations to the third Lad if you had not en- 
yov'd her bur upon Condit tion of Marri ge, you ought 
to proceed and fatistie the World pu blickly, notwith- 


flanding the unhappy and mean Circun (tances attend 
ing; but if otherwile, ‘tis our Opinion tuat you are 
rree, for Marrias sa Sacred Inititution, and tts ends 

-all anivy rdin tying ones felf to an Adulrereis, at 
Jeaft one that has not given very good Evicence of Re- 
pentance for being fo. As to your Marrying a fou rth, 


it depends upon your management of the third, and what 
has pal d betvvixt you, wh ich you have not been par- 
ticu | r enough in to va usa true Notion of the State of 
the Cafe, which therefore we defire you wou 'd open to 
fome learned Divine tor your rejolution. As to your 
Mothers Curfe, you may aflure your felf it can have no 
influence upoa your Soul, if you repent and become a 
“ Man, we know not whit it may as to your Body 
Temporal Concerns, for it’s a more Greadful thing 
to be d litobedi evt to Parents, and turn their Bleflis ngs in- 
to Curles than every sq thinks of : As for your Re- 
pentance, you ought to be as particular ; and: efolv’ as 
you can, before you i oach the Sacrament, and ic 
wou'd be very well to have a paticular Spiritua a] Guide 
to have alvvays read} at hand to Conlult with up 
oceafion. You ought to be Confirn’d before you Con m- 
ee ate, (if you can conve! niently ) “tis the order 
hrif?s Church has obferv‘d, which 1s all We think 
cr have — ided of us. 

Quelt. 5. Ve have in our Common Books of Arithme- 
Bick for the Pid tein of a Circle, thele two Nitubers Liven 
10 Us, 7. 226 for the Proportion of 2 Penis to its Cir- 
cumference; Query, VVheiber they be exadt, and who wa; 
the Author of ’em ? 

Anjw. Archimedes, de Dimenfione Circuli, has giver 
us thele Numbers ; Metius gives Us 113. 355. Which 
is fomething nearer the truth : Mr. Kerfey has given us 
100 3.141598: Dr. Vallis in his Treatite of Al geb ra 
has enlarg’d it, 1 to 3.1415 9265358979323! : 
3279 50288! : thofe th at pleale may go further, ae of 
Metius is near enough the tri uth for Praétice. 

Queft. 6. Whether the Quadrature of a Circle be poffible 2 

An{w. Not ’til] an odd Number can be divided into 
two equal Integer Numbers, which cant be done by 
our common way of Notation; what lucceecing Ages 
may find out we know not, but asin the preceding Que- 
ftion the Proportion of a Circles Diamet er to its Perj- 
meter may be found inexprefsly near the truch, thé 
not exactly, fo the Circle may be fquar'd i be the help of 
Poligons fo near the truth as to deceive the fenfe, which 
is near enone tor Pi pi we faid in the latt Queftion. 
Queft. 7. Do Fifhes {mell, tafte, and bear ? 

_ Anim if we were aot affur'd by matter of Faét that 
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Punto ar the Raven ines 692. 


is that they 


Fifhes fmell, common reafon wou’d teach 
1 ( perhaps I 


do; for fince Nature does nothing in wain 
need not add ) at leaft ordinarily, it wou'd never have 
beftow’d Noftrils upon Fifhes to no ale: If it be ob- 
jected that Water is too thick a Medium for the con- 
veyanice of imells, it wou’d be a iad that Water is 
he proper 4° of Fifhes, and theretore it might as 
ell be faid, ‘tis impoffible that Man thou’ Id fmell in 
thin and fubeile a Mediumas Air, for both aie anatis 
ridiculous. As for their Tatinz, the fame Argument 
holds good, Nature having provided them wiih a Tuneue 
and Pallat, or elie they w ould be often cheated in their 
feeding, fince their Eye coud not always exactly diftin- 
guith their Food, efpecially in ghe Night time, which js 
the chief time of feeding for the largelt fo 
mean in Our Common Rivers, eipeciail) 
a;0ng rhe Water-fide : ‘twou'd be needlels to lGG, CHal 
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ing we have already Aniwer’d it in a Que by 
felt, and fhow’d it impoflible, both trom the structure of 
their Organs, they having no Ears or any thing evfe that 
fupy plies the Office of i har Senne. as ali tro YN) Matter of F } 
Fy th | being terrifyed by the leaft Motion, when they lye 
’ , a . 
Sunning themfelves, but by no Noife whatey er, unlels 
a’ rr ,>% 2 ole meer 
it be fuch a Noile as fhakes then Elen nt, and the 
Earth too, as the Shot of a Cannon, &c. ti 
not the Noife bur the Motion that affects chem. 
Quett. 8. Whether the Story of Greatricks ( that 
/} f . 2 y ’ , 
[riln-main ) {iroaking and Curing moft Difeafes by : 


of bis Hands, be a Truth, and by what means is it thouzhe 
that be got that Power ? or isthe whole but a Fable ? 

An{w. Theres none of us that has had any Perfonal 
Acquaintance with him, or can receive better {atisfa- 
ction than publick Relations: As co the poflidility of 
luch Actions, they are indifputable, and we have in 
{ome of our former Volumes, in treating uponthe Cure 
of the King’s Evil, given a full account of things of this 
Nature, and fhow’d that ‘tis not only Irifh-men, but 


parcicul ar Families of feveral Nations, that have been 
Notcrious for their refpective Cures. 


a2 We have lately receiv‘d the follovving Quefti- 


on, v7. VV bet! {he the P uniloment of imals ( exe 
cepl for Trealan ; and . a7 de T )s Wei CHANZEL [KOM i g 
Capital to perpetual or Fe mporary Slavery, according to 
the nature of the Crime, it w tf 1 net trobably be more 
effeTual ? — - This Quellion came not time enough 
to be lfowes! din this Mercury, but ( beirg 2 
Queltion of great nmert ) thal] be anivver'd firft 
of all ta next Ssiurdays AL CUI) 
Adbertifentere. 
1; He Compleat Library, or News for the Ingenious, 
containing an Hiftorical Account of the choiced} 
Books newly printed in Eugiardand in the Forreign 
Journals; as alfo the State of Leaning in tus World. To 
be Pubiifhed Monthly. This for AUGUST. Printed for 
Foun Dunton ar the Raves in the 7 ro 
be had Zhe Compleat Library tor MAT. FUNE. FULT. 
ofing the three firft thar were Publitpd Too € M 
Liorary for SEPTEMBER is now inthe } 
TS TN Grays-Inn-lane in Plow-sard, the thi ' r 
Th mas Kirleus, a C€ egiute Priv f, 
fician in Ordinary to Kino « t 
whic wn a Dr es 
to Cure any Ulcers, § ; 
Darts 5 Scabs, Itci1, Seat I ; 
noth until the Ci pe fy 
hundreds mn City, m em , 
evil trom the Lower Parts to + : 
Drink 1s 2.5.tpe Quart, tie k 
ter Purger tain wt s ti 
al] Impuriti d ' 
Stone or Gravel, 4, 
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